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SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 
 

Christian Earth Stewardship 
 
 
THE TEN PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN EARTH STEWARDSHIP 
 
1. God is the sovereign proprietor of creation 

 Gen. 1:1 - 2:4  
 Lev. 25:2-5, 18-24 “The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is 

mine” 
 Deut. 10:14 “Although the heaven and the heaven of heavens belong 

to Yahweh” 
 Ex. 9:29; 19:5 “so that you may know that the earth is Yahweh’s” 
 1 Sam 2:8 “For the pillars of the earth are Yahweh’s” 
 1 Chr. 29:11 “all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours” 
 Neh. 9:6-8 “You are the Lord, you alone; you have made heaven, 

the heaven of heavens...the earth” 
 Job 12:7-10 “In his hand is the life of every living thing” 
 Pss. 24:1-2 “The land is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof” 
  48:8-9 “For the shields of the earth belong to God” 
  50:12 “for the world and all that is in it is mine” 
  74:16-17 “Yours is the day, yours also the night” 
  89:11 “The heavens are yours, the earth also is yours” 
  93:1-2 “Yahweh is king ... He has established the world” 
  95:4-5 “The sea is his, for he made it” 
  103:19 “Yahweh has established his throne in the heavens, and 

his kingdom rules over all” 
  119:89-91 “all things are your servants” 
 Isa. 42:5 “Yahweh, who created the heavens ... who gives breath 

to the people upon it” 
 Jer. 27:5 “... and I give it to whomever I please” 
  51:15-19 “It is he who made the earth by his power” 
 Acts 4:24 “sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth ...” 
  17:24 “the God who made the world and everything in it, he 

who is Lord of heaven and earth ...” 
 1 Cor. 10:26 Quotes Ps. 24 
 Rev. 4:11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, ... for you created all 

things” 
    
2. Creation is intrinsically good 

 Gen. 1:1 - 2:4 “And God saw that everything that he had made, and 
behold, it was utterly good.” 

 Pss. 33:4-6 “the earth is full of the steadfast love of God” 
  36:5-9 “Your steadfast love, O Yahweh, extends to the 

heavens...” 
  65 “The grasslands of the desert overflow; the hills are 

clothed with gladness.” 
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  104 “He wraps himself in light as with a garment; he 
stretches out the heavens like a tent.” 

  145:9 
      :15-16 

“his compassion is over all that he has made” 
“You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living 
thing” 

 Matt. 5:45 “he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good,...” 
 Acts 14:15-17 “...giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons...” 
  11:33-36 “For from him [God] and through him and to him are all 

things.” 
 1 Tim. 4:4-5 “For everything created by God is good” 
   

 
 

3. We worship the transcendent Creator, not the creation 

 Gen.  1  
 Pss. 29:3-11 “The voice of Yahweh is over the waters” 
  33:6-9 “Let all the earth fear Yahweh” 
  65:9-13 “You visit the earth and water it” 
  74:12-17 “You divided the sea by your might” 
  104 “O Yahweh, my god, you are very great...” 
 Isa. 40:12-31 “Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand” 
 Rom. 1:22-25 Worship the Creator, not the creature 
    
4. Creation glorifies God (therefore so should we) 

 Pss. 8:1, 3-4 “how majestic is your name in all the earth” 
  19:1-6 “The heavens are telling the glory of God” 
  29:1-2 “Ascribe to Yahweh, O heavenly beings” 
  33:1-9 “By the word of Yahweh the heavens were made” (Cf. 

Jn. 1:1-8) 
  93 “the floods have lifted up their voice” 
  97 “the heavens proclaim his righteousness” 
  148 “Praise him sun and moon; praise him, all you shining 

stars” 
 Isa. 55:10-13 “and all the trees of the fields shall clap their hands” 
 Job  26;  

36:24 - 1:34 
 

 Sirach 42:15 - 43:37  
 Rev. 4 “Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God Almighty” 
  

 
  

5. Humans have been given dominion in stewardship over creation 

 Gen. 1:26-31 “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it” 
  2:15; 20a “to till it and keep it”; “the man gave names...” 
  9:1-4 “The fear and dread of you shall rest on every animal ...” 
 Deut. 14:22-29 on tithing 
 Ps.  8 “you have put all things under their feet” 
 Sirach 17:1-4  
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6. We enjoy the privilege of God’s special favor 

 Gen. 1:26-28 “in the image of God created he them” 
 Ps. 8 “Yet you have made them a little lower than God” 
 Matt. 7:7-11 “ask and it will be given you” 
  10:29-31 “you are of more value than many sparrows” 
 Heb. 2:5-10 Quotes and develops Psalm 8 
  

 
  

7. The context for earth stewardship is covenant 

   Spiritual links: creation, sin & humanity 

 Gen. 3:17-19 “cursed is the ground because of you” 
  6:11-13 “And God saw that the land was corrupt; for all flesh had 

corrupted its ways upon the earth” 
  9:8-17 “I am establishing my covenant with you ... and with 

every living creature” 
 Lev. 18:25-28 “the land will vomit you out for defiling it” 
  20:22  
  21:22-23  
  26:34-35 “the land shall enjoy it sabbath years ... while you are in 

the land of your enemies” 
 Num. 35:33-34 “for blood pollutes the land” 
 Deut 7:12-16 For obedience, “he will bless the fruit of your womb and 

the fruit of your ground” 
  8 “When you have eaten your fill ... then do not exalt 

yourself” 
  11:8-17 “The eyes of the Lord God are alwlays on it [the land]” 
  24:4 “You shall not bring guilt on the land” 
  30:15-20 Occupation of the land is conditional on obedience 
 Job 31:38-40 “If my land has cried out against me...” 
 Ps. 37:1-4 “Trust in the lord, and do good; dwell in the land and 

enjoy safe pasture” 
 Isa.  24:5 “The eart lies polluted under its inhabitants; for they have 

transgressed the laws” 
 Jer. 2:7 “But when you entered you defiled my land” 
  3:2;  

16:18 
“You have polluted the land with your whoring and your 
wickedness” 

  3:1, 9 “Because she took her whoredom so lightly, she polluted 
the land, committing adultery with stone and tree.” 

  5:23-25 “Your iniquity has turned these [rains] away” 
  9:10 “Take up weeping and wailing for the mountains” 
  12:4 “How long will tha land mourn and the grass of the fields 

wither?” 
  22:29 “O land, land, land, hear the word of Yahwweh” -- the 

land as witness in God’s suit against Israel 
 Mic. 6:1-2 Yahweh call on the mountains and hills as witnesses in 

his case against Israel 
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   Sabbath for the land 

 Ex. 23:10  
 Lev. 25:2-7  
 Deut. 15:7-18  
    
   The prophets on covenant & the land 

 Isa. 5:1-7 The Song of the Unfruitful Vineyard:  “For the vineyard of 
Yahweh of hosts is the house of Israel” 

  24 Earth included in God’s judgement: “therefore a curse 
devours the earth” 

  27:2-6 Israel as vineyard 
  32:9-20 “until a spirit from on high is poured down on us, and the 

wilderness becomes a fruitful field” - salvation and 
righteousness as rain 

 Jer. 4:23-28 “The whole land shall be a desolation” 
  9:10-17 “Take up weeping for the mountains ... because they are 

laid waste” 
  12:4 “How long will the land mourn and the grass of the fields 

wither?” 
 Ezek. 34:17-19 “When you drink of good water, must you foul the rest 

with your feet?” 
  47:1-12 Water flowing from the restored Temple -- a prophetic 

image 
 Amos 8:4-5 “Shall not the land tremble on this account” 
 Hos. 2 “Therefore I will take back my grain it its time” 
  4:1-3 “Therefore the land mourns and all who live in it 

languish” 
 Joel chs. 1-3 The land suffers because of the people’s wickedness 
 Job 5:17-27 “you shall be in league with the stones of the field” 
  31:38 “If my land has cried out against me” 
 Matt. 6:25-33 “... and all these things shall be given to you” 
 Gal.  6:7 “you reap whatever you sow” 
    
8. We are called to responsible earth stewardship; irresponsibility is a sin 

    
   Some specific land stewardship provisions 

 Ex. 23:10-11 The sabbath year - the land lies fallow 
 Lev. 25:1-7                             “ 
 Deut. 22:1-4, 6-7                             “ 
  20:19-20 Constraints on using resources for war 
  25:4 “You shall not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the 

grain” 
 Lev. 19:19 Against hybrids 
 Prov. 12:10 “The righteous know the needs of their animals” 
    
   Curses and blessings under the covenant 
 Deut. 27:11-26; The curses of disobedience (see Deut. 27:1-10 & Josh. 
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28:15-68; 
29:10-29 

8:30f for the circumstances of the covenant’s renewal 
upon entering the Promised Land) 

 Lev. 26:14-46 The curses of disobedience  (the priestly revision) 
 Deut. 28:1-14 The blessings of obedience 
 Lev. 26:3-13                     “ 
    
 Num. 33:33-35 “You shall not pollute the land in which you live” 
 Deut. 11:8-21 Obedience, God’s providence and continued occupation 

of the land linked 
 Isa. 5:8-10 “Ah, you who have joined house to house...ten acres of 

vineyard shall yield but one bath” 
 1 Tim. 6:6-19 “there is great gain in godliness combined with 

contentment; for we brought nothing into the world” 
 Rev. 11:18 “The timee has come...for destroying those who destroy 

the earth” 
    
9. Earth stewardship calls for social justice 

 Ex. 21:28-22:15; 
23:4-5 

Responsibility to and for work animals, crops and 
livestock 

 Deut. 24:19-22 Right of harvest for the poor 
 Lev. 19:9-10;  

23:22 
                     “ 

 Deut. ch. 15 The sabbath year for the land 
  22:4 Taking care of your neighbor’s animals 
  23:24-25 You may eat from but not harvest your neighbor’s fields 
 Lev. 25:8-55 The year of jubilee & the clearance of land debt 
 Prov. 13:23 “The field of the poor may yield much food, but it is 

swept away through injustice” 
 Isa. 3:13-15 “It is you who have devoured the vineyard” 
  5:8-10 Against excessive land accumulation (latifundism) 
  24:4-7 “The earth lies polluted under its inhabitants, for 

they...have broken the everlasting covenant” 
  58:6-14 “Is this not the fast that I choose ... to share your bread 

with the hungry?” 
 Mic. 2:2 Against excessive land accumulation  
 Jer. 5:20-29 Thanksgiving equals justice 
  12:10-13 Against overgrazing 
 Hos. 4:1-3 “swearing, lying...stealing...bloodshed...therefore, the 

land mourns” 
 Luke 4:18:21 Jesus proclaims the Jubilee 
 Acts 4:32-37 Jesus’ followers live the Jubilee 
    
10. The prophetic promise of a new covenant/creation 

 Gen.  9:7-17 “I will remember my covenant that is between me and 
you and every living creature of all flesh” 

 Isa. 4:2 “On that day...the fruit of the land shall be the pride and 
glory of the survivors of Israel” 

  11:1-9 “The peaceable kingdom” 
  14:7-8 “the whole earth is at rest and quiet” 
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  30:23-26 
51:3 

“On that day” - plentiful providence 

  32:14-18 “Then justice will dwell in the wilderness” 
  35:1-10 “The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad” 
  40:12-31 The Creator “gives power to the faint” 
  41:17-20 “I will open rivers on the bare hights” 
  42:5-7 The Creator gives the Servant as “a light to the nations” 
  43:19-20 “I will make rivers ... in the desert” 
  44:24-28 The Creator “fulfills the prediction of his messengers (the 

prophets)” 
  45:1-18 “shower, O heavens from above, and let the skies rain 

down righteousness” 
  48:17-21 “They did not thirst when he led them through the 

deserts” 
  49:8-12 “I will turn all my mountains into a road” 
  51:3, 12-16 “He made water flow for them” 
  55:10-13 “all the trees of the fields shall clap their hands” 
  65:17 “I am about to create ... a new earth” 
      :25 The peaceable kingdom (“short version”) 
  66:22 “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will 

make ...” 
 Jer. 31:12 “Their life shall become like a garden” 
  31:31-34 “I will write it (my new covenant) on their hearts” 
  31:35-37 God’s promise is as sure as the fixed order of creation 
 Ezek. 34:11-16 “I will feed them with good pasture...” 
      : 25-31 “I will make with them a covenant of peace, and banish 

wild animals from the land” 
  36:22-32 “I will put my spirit within you ... Then you shall live in the 

land that I gave to your ancestors” 
  36:33-35 “and they will say, “This land that was desolate has 

become like the garden of Eden”” 
 Hos. 2:14-23 “I will make for you a covenant on that day with the wild 

animals ... and the earth shall answer the grains ...” 
  14:4-9 “I will be like the dew to Israel” 
 Joel 2:18-19 “Then the lord became jealous for his land, and had pity 

on his people ... and said: I am sending you grain, wine 
...” 

 Amos 9:11-15 “the mountains shall drip sweet wine ...” 
 Pss. 23 “... he leadeth me beside still waters ...” 
  72:3 “May the mountains yield prosperity for the people” 
  74:12-17 “Yet God my king is from old, working salvation in the 

earth” 
  96:11-13 “Let the heavens be glad ... for he is coming to judge the 

earth” 
  98:7-8 “Let the floods clap their hands ... for he is coming to 

judge the earth” 
  119:89-96 “I am yours; save me” 
  136 “His steadfast love endures forever” in creation and in 

history 
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 John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten son” 

 Acts 3:19-21 “...  a time of universal restoration” 
 Rom. 5:12-21 “[we] exercise dominion in life through the one man” 
 1 Cor. 15:20-22 “for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ” 
 2 Cor. 3:18 “And all of us ... are being transformed into the same 

image” 
  5:17 “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation” 
 Gal. 6:15 “... a new creation is everything” 
 Rom. 8:18-25 “The creation waits with eager longing...” 
  11:36 “from him and through him and to him are all things” 
 Eph. 1:10 “to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and 

things on earth” 
  3:7-10 “to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things” 
 Phil. 3:18-21 “He will transform the body of our humiliation” 
 Col. 1:15-23 “through him God was pleased to reconcile all things” 
  3:9-11 “the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 

according to the image of its creator” 
 Heb. 1:3a “he [the Son] sustains all things with his powerful word” 
 2 Pet. 3:13 “we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where 

righteousness is at home” 
 1 John 2:15-17 “the world and its desire are passing away” 
 Rev. 21:1-5 “Then I saw a new heavens and a new earth” 
  22:1-5 “the leaves of the tree (of life) are for the healing of the 

nations” 
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THE SCRIPTURES ON CREATION 
    

 
God’s wisdom in creation 

 Prov. 3:19-20 “Yahweh by wisdom founded the earth” 
  8:22-31 “Yahweh created me (Wisdom) at the beginning of his 

work” 
  30:24-28 “Four things on earth are small, yet they are exceedingly 

wise:  the ants are a people ...” 
 Eccl. 1:4 “A generation goes, and a generation comes, but the 

earth remains forever” 
 Sirach 24  
 Ps. 104:24 “in wisdom you have made them all” 
 Job 12:7-10 “But ask the animals and they will teach you” 
 Rom. 1:20 “his eternal power and divine nature, invisible though 

they are, have been understood and seen through the 
things he has made.” 

   
 

 

God’s revelation and salvation through creation 

 Gen.  9:8-17 “I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of 
the covenant between me and the earth” 

 Ex. 13:21-22 “Yahweh went in front of them in a pillar of cloud by day 
...” 

  14:21-31 “Yahweh drove the sea back by a strong east wind” 
  15:1-18 The Song of Moses:  “At the blast of your nostrils the 

waters piled up ...” 
 1 Kgs. 19:4, 11-13 Elijah hears “the still small voice” in the wilderness and 

is renewed in his ministry 
 Job 38:1 “Then Yahweh answered Job out of the whirlwind” 
 Pss. 65:5-8 “By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance” 
  74:12-17 “Yet God my King is from of old, working salvation in the 

earth” 
 Hos. 2:14-15 “From there (the wilderness) I will give her her 

vineyards” 
 Amos 4:13 The “one who forms the mountains” “reveals his 

thoughts to mortals” 
 Isa. 40:1-5 “In the wilderness, prepare the way of Yahweh” 
  62:1-5 “Your land shall be married” 
    
   God and rain 
 Pss. 4:6-7 Prayer for rain:  “Let the light of your face shine on us, O 

Yahweh” 
  67:1 Prayer for rain:  “May God be gracious to us, and make 

his face to shine upon us” 
 Jer. 5:24-25 “Let us fear Yahweh our God, who gives rain it its 

season” 
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 Num. 22:24-26 A benediction, including the blessing of rain:  “Yahweh 
make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you” 

    
   Wilderness in Jesus’ ministry 
 Matt. 

Mark 
Luke 
John 

3:16-17 
1:10-11 
3:22 
1:32 

Jesus’ baptism:  “and he saw the spirit of God 
descending like a dove” 

 Mark 1:12-13 “He was in the wilderness forty days ... and he was with 
the wild beasts” 

 Matt. 4:1-11 (par.) Jesus’ temptation/preparation in the wilderness 
  17:1-9 (par.) The transfiguration 
  26:36-46 

(par.) 
In the garden of Gethsemane 

 Matt. 14:13 “he withdrew from there ... to a deserted place by 
himself” 

 Mark 1:35; 6:46; 
etc. 

Jesus withdraws to a private place          

 Luke 4:42; 5:16; 
6:12;  

                           
                             “    

  9:10, 28 Jesus takes his disciples to the wilderness 
   

 
 

Yahweh as a warrior deliverer through nature 

 Ex. 15:1-18, 21 The Song of Moses, the Song of Miriam:  “Who is like 
you ... awesome in splendor, doing wonders” 

 Deut. 4:34 “by signs and wonders, by war ...” 
 Judg. 5:4ff The Song of Deborah:  “... the stars fought from heaven 

... the torrent Kishon swept them away ...” 
 2 Kgs. 17:24-26 “therefore Yahweh sent lions among them” 
 Ps. 18:1-19 “the foundations also of the mountains trembled and 

quaked, because he was angry” 
  74:12-17 “... working salvation in the earth.  You divided the sea 

by your might” 
  89:8-13 “you have a mighty arm” 
  114 “... when Israel went out from Egypt ... the sea looked 

and fled ...” 
 Jer. 10:10-13 “at his wrath the earth quakes” 
    

 
Yahweh uses nature to judge and chastise 

 Isa. 5:9-10 “for ten acres of vineyard shall yield but one bath” 
  7:23-25 “for all the land will be briars and thorns” 
  18:36 “they shall all be left to the animals of the earth” 
  24 “Now Yahweh is about to lay waste the earth” 
  34:8-15 “And the streams of Edom shall be turned into pitch” 
  50:1-3 “By my rebuke I dry up the sea” 
  56:9 “all you wild animals ... come to devour” 
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 Jer. 4:22-28 “The whole land shall be a desolation” 
  14:2-6 Yahweh witholds rain 
 Ezek. 5:17 “I will send famine and wild animals against you” 
  29:1-16 “and the land of Egypt shall be a desolation and a 

waste” 
  31 The parable of Egypt as a cedar:  “Now you shall be 

brought down with the trees of Eden to the world below” 
  33:23-29 “When I have made the land a desolation and a waste 

because of all their abomination” 
 Joel passim “What the cutting locust left, the swarming locust has 

eaten ...” 
 Hos. 2:10-11 “Therefore I will take back my grain” 
  5:7 “Now the new moon shall devour them along with their 

fields” 
 Amos 1:2 “the pastures of the shepherds wither, and the top of 

Carmel dries up” 
  8:7-9 “shall not the land tremble on this account?” 
 Jonah 4:6-11 A bush is used to teach Jonah 
 Rev. 6 The seven seals;  the four horsemen of the 

acpocalypse, and more:  “... and there came a great 
earthquake ...’ 

  8:6 - 9:21 The seven trumpets 
  16 The seven bowls 
    

 
Christ and creation 

 John 1:1-5 The Word as creator 
 2 Cor. 5:17 “... in Christ there is a new creation” 
 Gal. 6:15 “a new creation [in Christ] is everything” 
 Eph. 1:10 “to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and 

things on earth” 
 Col. 1:15-17 “in him all things ... were created” 
 Heb. 1:1-3 “through whom [the Son] he also created the worlds” 
  2:10 “... God, for whom and through whom all things exist” 
 Rev. 3:14 “the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the origin of 

God’s creation” 
   

 
 

Gospel teachings on stewardship 

 Matt. 24:45-51 Parable of the conscientious steward 
  25:14-30 Parable of the talents 
 Mark 12:1-11 Parable of the wicked husbandman 
 Luke 4:18-20 Land tenure in the kingdom/reign of God  (see Lev. 25, 

esp. vv. 10-12, 23) 
  15:11-32 Parable of the prodigal son 
  16:1-13 Parable of the dishonest manager 
 


